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This lesson plan encourages 
students to create pipe cleaner 
sculptures of animals inspired 
by the artwork of Hayward 
Oubre. Students will first analyze 
examples of wire sculptures and 
sketches of animals to understand 
how to translate 2D lines into 
3D forms. Students can discuss 
and identify some of the basic 
shapes required to design and 
construct an animal, using images 

from Hayward Oubre: Structural 
Integrity as visual aid. They will 
then create their own pipe cleaner 
animal sculptures by applying 
techniques for constructing 3D 
shapes with lines. Finally, students 
will reflect on how their sculptures 
and those of their classmates 
express the attributes of different 
animals through use of color 
schemes and gestural forms.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY #1: WIRE SCULPTURES

Step 1:

Students will observe 
an animal and compose 
a sketch, simplifying 
the form to geometric 
shapes in order to 
better understand the 
structure. Once that 
sketch is completed, 
students will build upon 
the sketch to include 
cross contour lines, 
as exhibited in Oubre’s 
Young Horse sculpture. 

Step 2:

Teachers will distribute 
cardboard material, cut 
into 4x6” rectangles, 
which will work as the 
sculpture’s base.

Step 3:

Using their geometric and 
cross contour sketches 
as a guide, students 
will begin to construct 
their sculptures. The 
cross contour lines 
and shapes are to be 
mimicked by the wires.

Step 4:

Shapes and components 
of the sculpture can be 
attached by wrapping 
the wires around its 
neighboring piece, as 
observed in the sculptures 
of Hayward Oubre.

Step 5:

Students are encouraged 
to secure their sculpture 
to the base of the 
cardboard by poking holes 
in the cardboard with the 
wires, threading them 
through, then bending 
the wires to become flush 
with the cardboard.

Students may use 
scissors or wire cutters 
to adjust the length of 
the wire for better use.

Hayward L. Oubre, Jr.  
(American, 1916–2006) 
Young Horse, about 1957 
The Hayward Oubre Estate 
Courtesy of Debra Force Fine Art

MATERIALS REQUIRED
Pencils
Paper
Pipe cleaners
Scissors
Cardboard

This lesson can be elevated or simplified for 
a variety of students. To elevate the lesson, 
students can use sculpture wire or floral 
wire to construct their animals, using pliers 
and wire cutters to secure construction.

OPTIONAL
Sculpture wire 
Pliers  
Wire cutters

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS:

1.	 What is the difference between two-dimensional art and three-
dimensional art? How does that relate to shapes and forms?

2.	 What can be done to help make three-dimensional art stand on its own?

3.	 How can a drawing help to plan the construction of a sculpture?
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LOUISIANA STATE STANDARDS 

Science:

2-PS1-1:	 Plan and conduct an 
investigation to describe 
and classify different 
kinds of materials by their 
observable properties.

2-PS1-3:	Make observations to 
construct an evidence-based 
account of how an object 
made of a small set of pieces 
can be disassembled and 
made into a new object. 

Math:

1.G.A-1: 	 Distinguish between defining 
attributes (e.g., triangles are 
closed and three-sided) versus 
non-defining attributes (e.g., 
color, orientation, overall size); 
build and draw shapes that 
possess defining attributes.

1.G.A-2: 	Compose two-dimensional 
shapes (rectangles, squares, 
trapezoids, triangles, half-
circles, and quarter-circles) 
and three-dimensional shapes 
(cubes, right rectangular 
prisms, right circular cones, 
and right circular cylinders) 
to create a composite shape, 
and compose new shapes 
from the composite shape.

3.G.A-1: 	 Understand that shapes in 
different categories (e.g., 
rhombuses, rectangles, and 
others) may share attributes 
(e.g., having four sides), and 
that the shared attributes can 
define a larger category (e.g., 
quadrilaterals). Recognize 
rhombuses, rectangles, 
and squares as examples 
of quadrilaterals, and draw 
examples of quadrilaterals 
that do not belong to any 
of these subcategories.

6.G.A-4: Represent three-dimensional 
figures using nets made up 
of rectangles and triangles, 
and use the nets to find the 
surface area of these figures. 
Apply these techniques in the 
context of solving real-world 
and mathematical problems.

7.G.A-2: Draw (freehand, with ruler and 
protractor, or with technology) 
geometric shapes with given 
conditions. (Focus is on 
triangles from three measures 
of angles or sides, noticing when 
the conditions determine one 
and only one triangle, more than 
one triangle, or no triangle.)

GM: G-CO.D-12: . Make formal geometric 
constructions with a variety 
of tools and methods, e.g., 
compass and straightedge, 
string, reflective devices, 
paper folding, or dynamic 
geometric software. 

GM: G-MG.A-1: Use geometric shapes, 
their measures, and their 
properties to describe objects 
(e.g., modeling a tree trunk or 
a human torso as a cylinder).

NATIONAL CORE ART STANDARDS

Creating:

Anchor Standard 1: 
Generate and conceptualize 
artistic ideas and work.

Anchor Standard 2: 
Organize and develop 
artistic ideas and work.

Anchor Standard 3: Refine 
and complete artistic work.

Producing:

Anchor Standard 6: Convey 
meaning through the 
presentation of artistic work.

Responding:

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive 
and analyze artistic work.

Anchor Standard 8: 
Interpret intent and 
meaning in artistic work.

Connecting:

Anchor Standard 11: Relate 
artistic ideas and works 
with societal, cultural, 
and historical context to 
deepen understanding.

CURRICULUM STANDARDS

The following curriculum standards can be addressed by activities and discussions related to Hayward Oubre: Structural Integrity.
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While Hayward Oubre’s exploration 
of painting began with figural 
representations, by the 1960s, 
his production advanced in the 
direction of abstract painting. 
These works, which were more 
geometric than representational, 
became a study of dynamic 
color theory. His use of bold 
geometric shapes were influenced 
by his interests in science, 
astronomy, and technology. 

In this lesson, students will be 
encouraged to create works 
similar to those of Oubre, while 
incorporating a series of geometric 
shapes. Students will pull from 
the provided list of geometric 
shapes and angles in order to 
compose their own paintings, while 
demonstrating an understanding 
of geometric measurements. 

CLASSROOM ACTIVITY #2: GEOMETRICAL PAINTING

MATERIALS REQUIRED
Paper
Pencil
Ruler
Protractor
Compass
Markers 

This lesson could be elevated by including 
additional or more complex geometric 
requirements. Additionally, students could 
use paint, masking tape, and bristol paper as 
opposed to markers and traditional drawing 
paper to create substantial paintings. 

EACH PAINTING MUST INCLUDE:
•	 A series of concentric circles
•	 Two acute angles
•	 2 equilateral triangles (Separate from the angles mentioned above)

Hayward L. Oubre, Jr., A Missile Breaking the Sound Barrier 
Causing Sonic Booms, 1961, acrylic and acrylic resin on canvas 
board, Collection of Norm and Carnetta Davis

INTRODUCTORY QUESTIONS:

1.	 How can the placement of geometric shapes influence the tone 
of an artwork?

2.	 What ways can a 2-dimensional work of art support the concept 
of structural integrity?

3.	 Can color, along with composition, support the tone or mood 
created by an artist? Name an example.

Step 1:
Teachers will discuss the 
paintings of Hayward 
Oubre, presenting visuals 
of his works and prompting 
students to observe 
a series of geometric 
aspects of his works.  
Students are encouraged 
to describe the mood of 
each piece and explain 
their reasoning. Teachers 
can use the introductory 
questions to guide 
class discussions.

Step 2:
Teachers will distribute 
materials, communicating 
expectations and 
geometric requirements 
of the project.

Step 3:
Students are encouraged 
to sketch their designs, 
making sure their designs 
meet the requirements 
while establishing a 
thoughtful composition.

Step 4:
Once students have 
finalized their designs, 
they can begin drawing 
on their final surface. 
Regardless of materials 
used, students are 
encouraged to complete 
their first drawing in pencil. 
Students are encouraged 
to use rulers, protractors, 
and compasses 
to ensure correct 
measurements are made.

Step 5:
Apply color by way of 
color pencil, marker, or 
acrylic paint to complete 
the work. Students are 
encouraged to consider a 
color scheme, consisting of 
a few colors, after studying 
Oubre’s color wheel.
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LOUISIANA STATE STANDARDS 

Math:

4.0A.C-5: 	 Generate a number or 
shape pattern that follows 
a given rule. Identify 
apparent features of the 
pattern that were not 
explicit in the rule itself.

4.MD.A-1: 	 Solve problems 
involving measurement 
and conversion of 
measurements from a 
larger unit to a smaller unit.

4.MD.C: 	 Geometric measurement: 
understand concepts of 
angle and measure angles.

4.MD.C-5:	 Recognize angles as 
geometric shapes that are 
formed wherever two rays 
share a common endpoint, 
and understand concepts 
of angle measurement.

4.MD.C-6: 	 Measure angles in whole-
number degrees using a 
protractor. Sketch angles 
of specified measure.

4.G.A: 	 Draw and identify lines 
and angles, and classify 
shapes by properties of 
their lines and angles.

4.G.A-1: 	 Draw points, lines, line 
segments, rays, angles 
(right, acute, obtuse), and 
perpendicular and parallel 
lines. Identify these in 
two-dimensional figures.

5.OA.B: 	 Analyze patterns 
and relationships.

5.NF.B-5a: 	 Interpret multiplication 
as scaling (resizing), by 
comparing the size of a 
product to the size of one 
factor on the basis of the 
size of the other factor, 
without performing the 
indicated multiplication. 

5.MD.C: 	 Geometric measurement: 
understand concepts 
of volume and relate 
volume to multiplication 
and to addition.

5.G.B: 	 Classify two-dimensional 
figures into categories 
based on their properties.

5.G.B-3: 	 Understand that attributes 
belonging to a category 
of two-dimensional 
figures also belong 
to all subcategories 
of that category.

7.G.A: 	 Draw, construct, and 
describe geometrical 
figures and describe 
the relationships 
between them.

7.G.A-2: 	 Draw (freehand, with 
rulerand protractor, 
or with technology) 
geometric shapes with 
given conditions. (Focus 
is on triangles from three 
measures of angles or 
sides, noticing when the 
conditions determine one 
and only one triangle, 
more than one triangle, 
or no triangle.)

GM:G-
CO.D12: 	 Make formal geometric 

constructions with a variety 
of tools and methods, e.g., 
compass and straightedge, 
string, reflective devices, 
paper folding, or dynamic 
geometric software. 

CURRICULUM STANDARDS

The following curriculum standards can be addressed by activities and discussions related to Hayward Oubre: Structural Integrity.

NATIONAL CORE ART STANDARDS

Creating:

Anchor Standard 1: 
Generate and conceptualize 
artistic ideas and work.

Anchor Standard 2: 
Organize and develop 
artistic ideas and work.

Anchor Standard 3: Refine 
and complete artistic work.

Producing:

Anchor Standard 6: Convey 
meaning through the 
presentation of artistic work.

Responding:

Anchor Standard 7: Perceive 
and analyze artistic work.

Anchor Standard 8: 
Interpret intent and 
meaning in artistic work.

Connecting:

Anchor Standard 11: Relate 
artistic ideas and works 
with societal, cultural, 
and historical context to 
deepen understanding.
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Integrity: firm adherence to a code of 
especially moral or artistic values.

Monographic: exhibiting the 
artwork of a single artist

Color Theory: The study of how 
colors interact with each other and 
how they can be combined to create 
visually pleasing art and design

Color Wheel: A diagram used in the 
visual arts to represent the colors 
of the visible spectrum as well as 
their relationships to one another. 
It serves as an essential tool for 
artists and designers, aiding in the 
understanding of color relationships.

Color Scheme: A selection of 
colors used in an artwork that 
consider color relationships that are 
implemented to convey a mood or 
create a harmonious composition.

Tone: Refers to the lightness and 
darkness of colors, which can aid 
in the perception of depth, mood, 
and structure in an artwork.

Tint: When white is added to an original 
base color in order to achieve a lighter 
hue or value of the original base color.

Shade: When black is added to 
an original base color in order 
to achieve a darker hue or value 
of the original base color.

Form: Three-dimensional aspects 
of an artwork, encompassing the 
structure’s height, width, and depth, as 
well as its composition within space.

Shape: A shape is created when a 
line is enclosed on a 2-dimensional 
surface. A geometric shape can 
be defined in mathematical terms 
and is often qualified by a name.

Gestural Art: Artwork that is 
characterized by sweeping marks or 
movements. The implication of this is 
to express movement and emotions 
through artistic representation.

Cross Contour Lines: A type of 
line drawing that describes a three-
dimensional form of an object by 
following its surface and indicating its 
changes in three-dimensional space.

Abstract Art: Artwork in which the 
portrayal of things from the visible or 
concrete world plays little or no part. This 
type of artwork is rarely representational.

Concentric Circles: Two or more circles 
that share the same center point but 
have increasing or decreasing radii.

Acute Angles: An angle that measures 
greater than 0° and less than 90°. 
Any angle smaller than a right angle 
is considered an acute angle.

Equilateral Triangle: A triangle in 
which all three sides have the same 
length and all three angles are equal. 
Each angle should measure 60°.

AFTER YOUR VISIT

ASK
1.	 How do Hayward Oubre’s sculptures transform a common 

household material into dynamic artwork? What physical challenges 
do you think this medium presents? Can you think of other 
household materials that could be reimagined into art?

2.	 How does the exhibition encourage you to reflect on the 
intersection of art, education, and social change?

EXAMINE
3.	 Many of Oubre’s paintings evoke an emotional response, based on his 

use of composition and color theory. After exploring the exhibition, 
we encourage you to visit additional works of art in NOMA’s collection. 
How have other artists explored abstract art to convey emotion? What 
colors or shapes are explored? What makes Oubre’s work unique?

4.	 Oubre’s wire sculptures showcase open constructions that 
challenge the concepts of 3-dimensional compositions. Investigate, 
compare, and contrast the sculptures of Hayward Oubre with other 
sculptures in the museum. Examine the ways in which Oubre’s 
sculptures explore and exhibit ingenuity and innovation. 

CONSIDER
5.	 Hayward Oubre’s artwork and impact can be seen and felt beyond this 

experience at NOMA. This exhibition acknowledges that artists, like 
Oubre, have played a pivotal role in the shaping of Modern American 
Art. His work as an artist and educator have laid the foundation for 
artistic growth of many Black Americans. Traditionally marginalized, 
artwork like Oubre’s showcases a spirit of integrity and innovation.

6.	 During Oubre’s career, he was guided by mentors such as Hale Woodruff 
and Nancy Elizabeth Prophet. Later in his career, Oubre became a mentor 
himself, as he served as an art educator for many students enrolled 
in Historically Black Colleges and Universities in the South. Consider 
what educators have influenced and impacted your life. Were they also 
overlooked, as Oubre’s work and tenure were? How have those educators 
impacted your life and what imparted lessons still help guide you today?

CONCLUSION
7.	 Hayward Oubre was a creative and motivated trailblazer: The first Arts major 

to graduate from Dillard University, one of the first Black Master of Fine 
Arts (MFA) graduates from Iowa State University, and the founder of art 
departments at two Historically Black Universities. And while his artwork 
is certainly in its own class, there are no affectations or pretentiousness.  
His work balances expressiveness, logic, and resourcefulness, which are 
qualities also observed in his teaching practice. Though undercelebrated 
during his lifetime, his creativity and influence can be seen throughout 
contemporary art.  Oubre’s deliberate structures and thoughtful use of 
vibrant color schemes are apparent in works being created today.
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RESOURCES

ONLINE

Birmingham Museum of Art  

Burnaway Digital Magazine  

Stanley Museum of Art  

Little Village Magazine 

RECOMMENDED READING

FILM

Tell Them We Are Rising: The Story of 
Black Colleges and Universities

Artwork: The Art of HBCU Art

AUDIO

Noah Jemisin discusses he and Oubre’s 
student/teacher relationship.

Noah Jemisin describes Oubre as a teacher.

Cleve Webber notes the influence and 
outreach of Oubre by by speaking about 
several of his prominent students.

CATALOG 

Hayward Oubre: Structural Integrity 
edited by Katelyn D. Crawford

FICTION 

You’ve Got a Place Here, Too: An 
Anthology of Black Love Stories Set 
at HBCUs Edited by Ebony LaDelle 

NONFICTION 

The Secret Lives of Color 
by Kassia St. Clair

NONFICTION 

HBCU Made: A Celebration of 
the Black College Experience 
edited by Ayesha Rascoe

POETRY 

Part of the Climate:  
American Cubist Poetry  
by Jacqueline Vaught Brogan

YOUNG ADULT 

Shadowshaper  
by Daniel José Older

CHILDREN’S  BOOKS 

I Am An Artist  
by Doro Globus and Rose Blake 

CHILDREN’S  BOOKS 

Letters Of Legacy: An  
Educational Adventure in HBCUs!  
by Alexis Loving
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