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Build a Bug	
Pre-k – 3rd

National Visual Arts Standards: VA;Cr2.1.PKa: Use a variety of art-making tools; VA;Cr2.2PKa: Share materials with others: VA;Re8.1.PKa: Interpret art by identifying and describing subject matter; VA;Cn10.1.PKa: Explore the world using descriptive and expressive words and art-making.  

TS Gold Standards:  Objective 7: Uses fine-motor strength and coordination; Objective 8: Listens to and understands increasingly complex language; Objective 9: Uses language to express thoughts and needs; Objective 10: Uses appropriate conversational and other communication skills; Objective 11: Demonstrates positive approaches to learning; Objective 13: Uses classification skills; Objective 25: Demonstrates knowledge of the characteristics of living things; Objective 33: Explores the visual arts.  

Materials: Reproduction of Serpents and Insects by Otto Marseus van Schreick, paper tubes, corks, small boxes, pipe cleaners, etc. to build insects, craft glue, markers or crayons, paper for sketching, chart of insect body parts, photos of different insects.  

Vocabulary: Insects, Sculpture, Head, Thorax, Abdomen, Antennae

Anticipatory Set  		3 minutes

Tell the students you are going to describe something and see if they can guess what it is. 
· It has a head
· It has two body parts
· It has 6 legs
· It has antennae
· Some have wings
                                                                    The answer is an insect!

Discussion										10 minutes
Show the image Serpents and Insects by Otto Marseus van Schreick.  Use the following questions to hold an open-ended discussion:

· What do you see in this picture?
· What is happening here? What makes you think that?
· What time of day do you think it is? What makes you think that?
· What colors do you see? 
· Why do you think the artist used those colors that way?
· How does the painting make you feel?
· What sounds would you hear there?

Movement moment 								10 minutes
Tell students that we are going to pretend to be an animal in the painting.  Have them each choose an insect and get into their personal space.  Tell them to stay in their spot as they act out the part and to wait until you say “go.”  Have the group freeze and relax, then change and become the snakes.  

Discussion Continued								3 minutes
Show the children the chart and review insect body parts one more time with them.  Tell them that all insects have these same body parts.

Introduce Art Activity								3 minutes
Tell the children today they are going to build insects!  They will have lots of materials to choose from to make their sculpture. 
· Ask if anyone remembers what a sculpture is (a 3 dimensional work of art).

Tell them the chart will be available so that they can check to see that their insect has all of the right attributes.  

Art Activity										20 minutes
This activity works well in small groups a few at a time at a center, or can be done as a whole group class activity. Each child will need a sheet of paper and pencil for sketching ideas, craft glue, and various items for constructing insects with such as paper tubes, small boxes, pipe cleaners, colored paper, markers, buttons, etc.  You may want a hot glue gun available for tough-to-hold items, but have an adult do this gluing.  

· Look over the items for constructing the insects together reviewing the body parts.  Have the children look thoughtfully at the materials and think about their sculpture.
· Give each child a piece of paper- have them put their name on it and then sketch their design. 
· Encourage the children to think about the materials available as they plan.
· Once they have completed sketching, have them construct the insects using their plans.  
· Encourage them to work from their sketch as they build the insect, but it is OK if they digress.
· Have the children self-check against the chart whether they have all the required attributes represented in their sculpture.  Let them revise their work if needed.
· Set the insects aside to dry once finished.  You may want to paint them once dried. 

Closing										5 minutes

View the finished insects together (you do not have to wait until the glue is dried). Have the children check to see if the sculptures have all the attributes of insects.  Have some of the children tell about their insects.  Congratulate the students for their efforts.  





Lesson Extension Ideas

· Look at insects with magnifying glasses.  What do you notice up close? 
· What kind of scientist works with insects? Do some research and find out what they do.
· What do insects need to live? Who eats insects, and which ones? Are any poisonous?  Research these and other questions.
· Bring in an empty wasps nest or piece of honey comb.  What other insects build their homes?
· How do insects help people?  Which are pests?  Do a Venn Diagram with this information.
· Study the life cycle of insects- such as butterflies.  May raise some and let them go.

Resources

Books:	
Caterpillars, Bugs and Butterflies; Take-along Guide by Mel Boring
From Caterpillar to Butterfly by Deborah Heiligman
The Grouchy Lady Bug by Eric Carle
All About Lady Bugs by Madison Matthews
Are You a Lady Bug? By Judy Allen
Ultimate Bug-o-pedia: The Most Complete Bug Reference Ever by Darlyne Murawski
Bugs by Andrews McMeel Publishing LLC

Online:	Game: Bug Hunt Free online game- move rocks to find bugs and catch them.  Insects look lifelike and a short description is given upon catching one. http://avenscorner.com/flashgamepage.aspx?gameurl=bughunt%2Fbug&title=Free+Preschool+Online+Games+-+Bug+Hunt 

	Learning Games for Kids.com: Free online games and videos about insects: http://www.learninggamesforkids.com/animal-games-bugs.html#post-192 
  
[image: W:\Education\SCHOOLS & EDUCATORS\Early Childhood - Mini Masters\MM Year 4 - 2015 - 2016\MM Lesson Plans\Insects\insect body parts.png]

[image: red lesson plan footer.jpg]
image1.png




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
Lesson Plan H

www.noma.org/learn New Orleans Museum of Art




