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Weaving and Dyeing Projects

Objectives:
· Students will become familiar with weaving techniques.
· Students will create a pattern with fabric and other materials. 
· Students will determine that cultures make utilitarian objects that are also art.
Vocabulary:   warp, weft, symmetry, natural, pattern, functional art
Anticipatory Set: 








(5 min)
TTW show students examples of Native American basketry and fabric and discuss how they were made.  TTW ask students to give examples of art that is functional.


TTW explain that vertical strings in a weaving are called warp strings and horizontal strings are called weft (strings that are woven through the warp to make a pattern).  
Choose one or more projects from the suggestions below.  

1.  Burlap/Fabric Weave
Guided Practice  








(10 min)      
TTW demonstrate the weaving process using a prepared burlap piece.  To prepare the burlap, attach a piece of dowel to the top of a 12” dowel rod with hot glue.
In front of the students, TTW remove horizontal (weft) strands of the burlap.  TTW demonstrate how to weave colored yarn and fabric strips through the remaining piece of burlap.  Demonstrate different patterns such as over 4 warps, under 4 warps and over 2 warps, under 2 warps.  Beads can be incorporated at the bottom or within the weave.




                                                                                                                                                                       
Independent Practice 







(20 min)

· Students will select a piece of burlap (about 10 x 10 in.) and attach it to a dowel rod (this may require adult supervision and may be done ahead of time).  

· Students select from yarns, fabrics and beads to include in their weaving.  
· Tape the sides of the dowel to the table.

· Carefully remove some of the warp (horizontal pieces of burlap).

· Weave a variety of yarn or fabrics through the warp.

· Include at least two different patterns in the weaving.
Materials

Burlap




Plastic needles

Assorted yarns



Beads



Strips of fabric



Dowel rods

Scissors




Glue gun

2.  Paper Plate or CD Weave
Guided Practice  








(10 min)
TTW demonstrate how to create warp strings by winding yarn or string around a paper plate, paper bowl or CD.  If using a paper plate or bowl, cut notches in the sides of the paper product to anchor the warp.  If using a CD, make sure that the yarn is pulled taut.

Wrap yarn around the base creating a wheel-like pattern and secure the yarn with a knot in the back.  If you are using a CD, the label side of the CD is the back. You should have an uneven number of weft strands.

Begin by tying a piece of yarn to the center of the wheel (your wheel will look like pizza cut into pieces), then weave the yarn around the wheel through the weft. 

Independent Practice  







(20 min)

· Create the weft by winding yarn or string around the plate, bowl or CD. (This can be prepped ahead of time for younger students).

· Use a plastic needle or just your fingers to weave colored yarn through the weft.

· When you are ready to change yarns, tie the ends of the pieces of yarn together and keep weaving.

· Create patterns with colors and textures.

· When finished, tie a piece of yarn to the top so that the weaving can hang.
Materials
Paper plates or bowls or recycled CDs
Plastic needles

Assorted yarns



Beads

Strips of fabric



Scissors

3.  Nature Weave
Guided Practice  







(20 min)

TTW explain that cultures all over the world use the things in their environment to make beautiful and useful things.  TTW demonstrate a Nature Weave by showing the class a half-finished Nature Weave project.  To build the loom, take a 6 x 6 inch piece of cardboard and cut 4 - 6 notches on the short ends.  Tape one end of a piece of yarn to the back of the cardboard and wind the yarn around the cardboard placing yarn in the notches.  Tape the other end of the yarn to the back of the cardboard.  Using found natural objects for the warp, weave these through the yarn.
Independent Practice  







(20 min)

TTW take the class on a nature walk around the school looking for objects to include in the Nature Weave.  Pine needles, grass, leaves and other materials may be used. (This can be done ahead of time or during a previous lesson).  When back in the classroom, students will build the loom with cardboard and yarn and then weave the found objects through the yarn.
Materials
Pieces of cardboard (6 x 6 in)

Found natural objects (pine needles, leaves)

Assorted yarns



Scissors
Tape








Closure
Students will describe the weaving process either verbally or in writing using the vocabulary words.  This can be done in pairs, small groups or for the whole class.  Students will create a “museum label” giving their work a title, artist, materials and date.  Place the woven objects around the classroom to make a gallery.

Evaluation

If students complete a written or oral presentation, this can be graded with a checklist or rubric.  The weaving project can be graded with a checklist to make sure that the student included more than one type of pattern.

Accommodation

Create fewer warp strings for an easier weave.  Make sure that the warp is pulled taut.  This part of each project can be done ahead so that students only weave the warp.  Ask early finishers to help others or build more bases for another group of students.  Students can work together taking turns selecting the warp materials and weaving.
Strawberry baskets also make great looms and do not require students to build the warp.

Extension
Dye burlap, yarn or other fabrics with beets, yellow onion skin, spinach or kale to add an authentic dyeing component to your project.  The night before the lesson, place natural dye materials in separate crock pots with enough water to cover them.  Cook them on low overnight creating red, amber, and green dyes.  Pour a small amount of dyes into bowls and ask students to smell them and guess what the dyes are made from.  Allow students to dye a light colored fabric or yarn by soaking it in the bowl of dye.  Set the fabric aside to dry and use them for the weaving projects.

Natural dyes can also be made from an assortment of teas (black, green, hibiscus, etc.).  Steep the tea bags in one cup of hot water for 5 minutes.  Remove tea bags and use the tea as dye, soaking small pieces of light colored materials or yarn in the tea.
Be careful not to give students water that is too hot! 
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