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Minimalist Set of Instructions
Lesson Plan

Grades 6 to 12
Common Core Standards:
Writing Standards 6–12

· Text types and purposes 
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience
Speaking and Listening Standards 6–12

· Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 6-12th grade topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

Vocabulary: 
· Minimalism: an art movement in visual art and music which pared forms down to the essential elements.

· Conceptual Art: art in which the concept or idea takes precedence over the form.

Materials:

Black paper, white paper, pencil, white colored pencil or crayon
Background:   
5 minutes
Teacher can give a brief introduction to the work of Sol LeWitt. Sol LeWitt was born in Hartford Connecticut to a family of Jewish immigrants from Russia. He is regarded as the founder of both Minimalism and Conceptual art. 

In the 1960s the artist Sol LeWitt coined the term conceptual art and defined in the following way: 

In conceptual art the idea or concept is the most important aspect of the work. When an artist uses a conceptual form of art, it means that all of the planning and decisions are made beforehand and the execution is a perfunctory affair. The idea becomes a machine that makes the art. 

He created a system of drawing directly on the wall following a set of instructions. He also created numerous sculptures often in the form of modular cubes which he referred to as “structures”. 

Procedures:
The students will execute one drawing based on Sol LeWitt’s wall drawing instructions. After completing the first drawing, the students will partner into teams of two. Each team member will create a simple set of instruction for the other. 
Independent Practice: 
20 minutes

The teacher will distribute these instructions to the students for the first drawing. These drawings can be done using a white colored pencil on black paper.
Sol LeWitt, Wall Drawing #328, 1980


“On a black wall, a white circle within which are white vertical parallel lines, and a white parallelogram within which are white horizontal parallel lines. The vertical lines within the circle do not enter the parallelogram, and the horizontal lines within the parallelogram do not enter the circle.”
Collaborative Practice: 






20 minutes

Students will break up into pairs. Each pair will be instructed to come up with a set of drawing instructions for the other. Instructions should consist of no more than five specific steps. The drawing should be limited to lines and simple geometric forms. Each student will write his or her instructions on a sheet of paper. The instructions must be clear enough that the drawing can be made easily without further explanation and then should be exchanged without discussion. When the student pairs exchange the instructions they may each begin drawing. 
Closure: 
20 minutes
All of the finished drawings can be hung in the classroom for discussion. 
· How much do the drawings vary despite being given specific instructions?
· How does it feel to switch roles and come up with the set of instructions? 
· What is it like to see the result of your set of instructions?
Assessments: 
The student’s work can be assessed based on their ability to follow and give instructions for each drawing. 
Accommodations:
Student may vary in the amount of time necessary to complete the assignment. Extra time can be allotted as necessary. 
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