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A-Z Collage
45 minutes
Grade level Pre-K to 1st grade

Common Core State Standards

Reading Standards, Foundational Skills (K–5):
· Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds (Phonemes)
Speaking and Listening Standards K–5:
· Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten topics or 1st grade topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups.

Kindergarten:
· Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and ideas clearly

First Grade:
· Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation
Content Objectives: 


· Identify letter sounds through assembling groups of pictures of object that begin with the same letter.
· Each student will create a collage which their classmates can then use to identify the letter that the student has picked to create the collage.
Language Objectives:

· The student will identify pictures of objects that begin with same letter.

· The student will identify the sounds that letters make.

Vocabulary: encyclopedia, volume, collage

Anticipatory Set:   
15 minutes
The teacher can read Dr. Seuss’s ABCs, or Eating the Alphabet by Eric Carle to reinforce alphabet sounds. The teacher will show the students reproductions of Mel Chin’s Fun and Wag from A to Z. The teacher will explain that the artist Mel Chin took a whole set or volume of encyclopedias and used them to create 524 collages. A collage is a work of art in which an artist glues together pictures or materials to create a new unique picture. Mel Chin made each collage from one of the volumes or books that made up the encyclopedia. 

Procedures:
The teacher will have all 26 letters of the alphabet in a hat. The students will pick a letter out of the hat. The student will then be instructed to create a collage picking images that begin with his or her chosen letter. The pictures can be gathered from old magazines, newspapers, dictionaries, or volumes of an encyclopedia. 

Independent Practice: 
20 minutes

The student will work independently to create their collage by gathering images of objects that begin with their selected letter. 

Closure: 
10 minutes
When the collages are finished the students can hang them on the wall. Working as a class they will identify the letter that each student was given.

Assessments: 
The teacher can use the collage to evaluate the students understanding of letter sounds. 

Accommodations: 
The difficulty of the lesson can be adapted by choosing to use a dictionary or encyclopedia in which the pictures are separated alphabetically. Students may work together in small groups. This lesson can be modified for older children by focusing on combined letters sounds such as “ch,” “sh,” “th,” or selecting objects that begin with long or short vowel sounds.
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